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necessary. If a dog or any other unclean animal were to die in or near the house, the place must be purified by sprinkling water mixed with cow dung, or with cow's urine. This is a minor purification which is often resorted to for lesser defilements. Enough, however, has been said to give a general idea of defilements and purifications connected with the Hindu Home.
The description given has been of the material home itself, rather than of the home life of the people. Doubtless home life, true domestic happiness, is much influenced by the immediate surroundings; but, after all, habit and custom are much if not everything in such matters, and certainly many an Indian home is happy in spite of what may seem to us its dulness and monotony. The old English proverb which says that " Home is home be it ever so homely " expresses a truth that can be applied in many ways; it is the hearts that make the home. What must be deplored, however, is the hard bondage to superstition that is so evident in every page of this description. It is a thraldom, emancipation from which seems remote and, viewed by itself, well nigh hopeless. It is but a mere truism to say that real progress in a nation cannot be said to have begun until it affects the home life. As regards India, it is the home that seems the last place to be affected by progress and enlightenment. Superstitions and kindred evils that would seem to be effete, if considered in the light of the platform and the press, are seen in the home life to be as deeply rooted and as powerfully binding as ever.